
  St John Southworth’s RC Parish 
  at Holy Saviour’s Church, Vulcan St, BB9 8HE 
  and Christ Church, Carr Road, BB9 7JS 
  Nelson   
 

  Parish House: 5 Park Drive,  
  Nelson, BB9 0JY 
 

  Parish Priest:  
  Rev Gerard Kelly 
  Tel: 01282 614859  
  Email: stjohnsouthworthrc@gmail.com (click) 

Click on the moneybox to make a 

secure online donation to the parish! 

         St John Southworth’s YouTube Channel 

Click link for live-streamed and recorded Masses. 

If you would like to receive this 
newsletter electronically, then 
please email the parish. 

 

4th Sunday in Advent 
Year A 

 
 

 

 
 

21st December 2025 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confessions will be available at these times: 

Saturday 20th December 11.00—12 noon at  
Christ Church (Tomorrow!) 
After 10.00am Mass at C.C. on Tuesday 23rd Dec 

Scripture Reflection for Advent 
Monday Evenings 7.00pm  

at Holy Saviour’s Presbytery  
(Last chance!) 

The Scripture reflection meetings have been  
informative and enjoyable. You will be very  
welcome to come along to “Taste and see that the 
Lord in good!” (Psalm 34:8) 

Christmas Masses 

Christmas Eve 

5.00pm Holy Saviour’s 
(Children’s Mass) 

8.00pm Christ Church 

Christmas Day 

9.30am Christ Church 

11.15am Holy Saviour’s 

There will be a rehearsal at Holy Saviour’s on 
Monday morning (22nd) for the children who 
would like to take part in the presentation of the 
readings in the children’s Mass on Christmas Eve. 

Cleaning for Christmas at Holy Saviour’s 
Saturday 20th Dec at 10.00am 

(Tomorrow!) 

If you can spare an hour on Saturday morning, 
20th December, to help with the cleaning at Holy 
Saviour’s, your contribution would be very much 
appreciated! 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

As Christmas Day approaches, we remind ourselves of the depth of God’s love for each one of us, as  

we prepare to celebrate the gift of God’s very self into our world and into the hearts of all who are 

ready to welcome him! The only limits to our experience of the love of God are those which we  

self-impose. Our infilling with the love of God, which is carried into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, is  

restricted only when we prefer some other way of living than that which the Lord desires for us! Let us 

receive Jesus on his terms as he offers himself to us this Christmas, and if we hear him knocking at the 

doors of our hearts, let’s not say, “There is no room at my inn!” But let us welcome the God who comes 

to us, demanding no special treatment other than to be greeted as a best friend! May the amazement 

of the love of God be ours this Christmas.  Peace to you and your loved ones, Fr Gerard. 

                    Grand Christmas Draw 

This will take place this coming Sunday 
at Christ Church after the 9.30am Mass. 

Thank to the many who have  joined in 
the Draw… and best of luck! 

mailto:stjohnsouthworth@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/@stjohnsouthworthrc/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@stjohnsouthworthrc/streams
https://donate.mydona.com/holy-saviours-church-nelson


                     Date                 Reader 1                Reader 2 

This Sunday: 21st December Roger Lee Tony Finnan 

Next Sunday: 28th December Joan Penny-Heys Margaret Needham 

                         BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
Dec 21st    Mary O'Donnell (1992) 
                    Jim Eccles (2002) 
Dec 23rd    Jean Garaghty (1991) 
Dec 24th    Charlie Horner (2001) 
                    Brian Dunne (2023) 
Dec 25th    Joan Willan (2011) 
                     Thomas John Roland (2015) 
Dec 26th    Gerard Haworth (2011) 
                    Gertrude Conway (2024) 
Dec 27th    Edward Nolan (1961) 
                    Norah Seel (1988) 
                    Valerie Emery (2016) 
                    Peggy Duffy (2009) 
                    Esme Thornton  (2024) 

May the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

CHURCH COLLECTION 
Standing Orders: approx: £685 p/w.  

14th Dec: £261.30  Thank you! 

Mass schedule for week beginning Monday 22nd December 2025 

Children’s Church:    C.C.    Siobhan & Margaret B      H.S.   Amber & Annika /Monica, Doreen, Sammy 

                        MASS INTENTIONS 
Christmas Memorial Masses: Charlotte Jones & 
family, Sean Martin & family, Carol Windle & fam-
ily, Alec & Edith Dawson. Fred Bate (1992) Jeffrey 
Bate (2021). Bridget Quirke, Thomas Quirke. 
Mary & Herman Eccles. 
Edward Kelly, anniv, 23rd Dec, 
Special Intentions 

Eucharistic Ministry  3rd Sunday (C.C. and H.S.) 

Siobhan James Marian Reilly 

Joe Gibbons Lisa Stinchon 

Monica McArdle Marcin Zycinski 

Helen Keating James Hargreaves 

Linda Goddard Liz Variyam 

Tuesday  
23rd Dec 

Christmas 
Eve 

24th Dec 

Christmas  
Day 

25th Dec 

Boxing Day 
26th Dec 

Saturday 
27th Dec 

Sunday 
28th Dec 

Monday  
22nd Dec 

 
MASS 
C.C. 

10.00am 

H.S. 5.00pm 
C.C 8.00pm  

C.C. 9.30am 
 

H.S. 
11.15am  

MASS 
12.00 noon  NO MASS 

C.C. 9.30am 
 

H.S. 11.15am 
NO MASS  

Favordale Petition 
One of our local care homes is under threat of  
closure by the local Council. Although all public  
services are always under pressure for funding, 
we would like to make our voices heard in the 
support of care for the elderly which should be 
one of the priorities of a truly loving society. If 
you would like to add your name to the petition 
which is found at the back of our churches, then 
those who are more actively campaigning would 
be very grateful for your support. 

Deborah Maher, RIP 
The funeral service for Deborah Maher will take 
place at Christ Church on Monday 22nd December 
at 10.00am. May she rest in peace, 

                                                             Advent C.A.F.O.D Soup Lunches 
A massive thank you to all who attended the Friday Masses and stayed for the CAFOD soup 

lunches during Advent. Thank you especially to Ian and the team for the wonderful soups,  

and for the washer-uppers who were of great assistance! 

Over the three weeks we raised a tremendous £947.70. When this money is donated as an expression 

of our faith, and as a prayerful offering to God, we know that its effects go far beyond the simple value 

of the money. The Lord doesn’t just match our donation, but he multiplies its effects beyond all 

counting, and the work of building God’s kingdom is progressed! 


