In Church

Fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Saturdays
Sundays

Vigil Mass
Mass
Mass

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

1st February
2nd February
3rd February

Friday

4th February

Saturday

5th February

6.00pm Sacred Heart
9.30am Sacred Heart
11.15am Holy Saviour
10.00am Mass
Sacred Heart
10.00am Mass
Sacred Heart
5.45pm Sacred Heart Exposition and Benediction
6.30pm Mass
Sacred Heart
9.30am Requiem Mass Sacred Heart
for Kathleen Gradwell RIP
11.00am - 11.30am Confessions
Sacred Heart
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday
Sacred Heart

Caritas Salford collection today
The epidemic continues to have a devastating effect on people's health, wellbeing and 8inances, which is
worse for those already at risk or experiencing crisis in our communities. Coupled with rising food, energy
and cost of living prices, it is going to be another tough year for so many people. Our individual acts of
caritas - love in action - will be needed more than ever.
To see the difference that you made last year, please read our Caritas Impact Report. (There is a copy next
to the bucket at the back of the church) or via the link https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/caritas-impactreport-2021/
If you can, please support our work today. This can be done by:There is a special bucket at the back of the church today.
Alternatively, TEXT SUNDAY to 70580 to donate £10
or you can visit https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/caritas-sunday-2022/
Or by calling Rachel Taylor on 0161 817 2285 during of8ice hours.
If sending a cheque, please mark your envelope CARITAS SUNDAY, Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street,
Salford M3 6DP.
Thank you.

Last week’s offertory collections: £625.14 Sincere thanks.

The RCIA programme is now underway, but new interest is always welcome. If you, or
someone you know, is interested in understanding more of the Catholic Faith or has expressed an
interest in perhaps becoming a Catholic, the programme is printed out below and the group have
decided that the Foye at Christ Church is a comfortable and convenient place for them to meet.
Therefore the following meetings will all be held there. Don’t be shy, come along and see. No
commitment is expected at this stage.

A local consultation for St. John Southworth
and Good Shepherd parishes.
Ten years ago the parish of the Good Shepherd was formed consisting of Colne, Barrowford,
Trawden, Foulridge, Barley, Roughlee, the surrounding areas and part of Nelson.
Prior to this there had been a consultation about the re-organisation of the parishes in this part of
Pendle. The outcome was that part of Nelson which had been Holy Saviour’s parish was combined
with the former parishes of Sacred Heart and St. Peter and Paul’s to create the new parish of the
Good Shepherd.
There had been a discussion about whether to unite Holy Saviour’s to the Colne and Barrowford
parish or to unite it to the Nelson (and former Brierfield) parish.
The decision to split Nelson was not to everyone’s liking. In recognition of this, when the new parish
of the Good Shepherd was created a note was attached to say that it might be appropriate, at some
time in the future, to review the Good Shepherd’s boundary in Nelson.
At the beginning of 2017 there was a major review of the parish structures in the diocese and again
the question of having the whole of Nelson united as one parish, along with Brierfield and Fence was
raised.
In the last ten years a great deal has changed. The Catholic population of the area has changed and
in common with most other areas, the size of Mass going congregations has reduced quite
dramatically, even before Covid.
Two years ago, just before Covid came on the scene, Fr. Gerard and myself wrote a joint letter
indicating that at that time there were five Catholic Churches in the area with six ’Sunday’ Masses
and fewer than 500 in the combined congregations. We indicated that because of this and the fact
that the three churches in Nelson were within half a mile of each other, we considered that a
reduction in the number of churches was called for, initially, probably to three.
In the last two years things have changed even more dramatically and we are now at a stage where
we hope we can start planning for the future and this must involve a review of our parish
arrangements.
We have asked the bishop’s permission to re-open the discussion about whether or not it would be in
the best interest of the Catholics in this area if we operated from two parishes which were identified
by the town boundaries rather than the rather odd current boundary which approaches to within a few
hundred yards of Christ Church in Nelson town centre.
There are other considerations which have arisen and need to be discussed.
Fr. Gerard and myself would therefore like to invite parishioners to attend a consultation which will be
held in Christ Church on the 8th February at 7.00pm. In addition we would welcome written
comments either supporting a change of parish boundary or identifying reasons for keeping the
current boundary. Written submissions should be received by Fr. Gerard or myself by two weeks
after the meeting, the 22nd February.
I have included the letter from the bishop for your information and Fr. Gerard and myself will be
speaking to you about the other issues involved.
God bless,
Fr. Peter

